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Travel Disruption 
Potential 

High 
 

Medium Low 

Power Outage 
Potential 

High Medium Low 

Blowing/Drifting 
Potential 

High Medium Low 
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Winter Hazard Risk Assessment 
Southwest Lower Michigan 

Friday, November 6 

Weather Like this is 

Historic - Once every 20+ years 
 

Extremely Threatening to Life and Property 
 

Typically Results in Total Disruption to Daily Life 
 

Usually Days or Weeks Before Life Returns to Normal 

Extreme 

High 

Moderate 

Low 

Near Certain 
 
 

Better Than a  
50-50 Chance 

Unlikely 

Will This Weather Happen? Impact Potential 
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Winter Hazard Risk Assessment 
Southwest Lower Michigan 

Friday, November 6 

Weather Like this is  

Rare – 1 to 3 Times a Year 
 
 

Often Threatening to Life and Property 
 

Typically Results in Large Disruption to Daily Life 
 

Usually 1 to 3 Days Before Life Returns to Normal 

Extreme 

High 

Moderate 

Low 

Near Certain 
 
 

Better Than a  
50-50 Chance 

Unlikely 

Will This Weather Happen? Impact Potential 
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Potential 
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Potential 

High Medium Low 

www.weather.gov/grandrapids 

Winter Hazard Risk Assessment 
Southwest Lower Michigan 

Friday, November 6 

Weather Like this is  

Common 
 

Rarely a Direct Threat to Life and Property 
 

Typically Results in Minor Inconvenience to Daily Life 
 

Life Usually Returns to Normal Near When the Weather Ends 

Extreme 

High 

Moderate 

Low 

Near Certain 
 
 

Better Than a  
50-50 Chance 

Unlikely 

Will This Weather Happen? Impact Potential 
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Potential 
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Medium Low 
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Potential 

High Medium Low 

Blowing/Drifting 
Potential 

High Medium Low 
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Winter Hazard Risk Assessment 
Southwest Lower Michigan 

Friday, November 6 

Weather Like this is  

Very Common 
 

Rarely a Direct Threat to Life and Property 
 

Typically Results in Little Inconvenience to Daily Routines 
 

Life Usually Returns to Normal Before the Weather Ends 

Extreme 

High 

Moderate 

Low 

Near Certain 
 
 

Better Than a  
50-50 Chance 

Unlikely 

Will This Weather Happen? Impact Potential 



Extreme Impact 
Historic Weather 

High Impact 
Rare Weather 

Moderate Impact 
Common Weather 

Low Impact 
Very Common Weather 

No Impact 

Low  
Likelihood 

Moderate 
Likelihood 

High  
Likelihood 

Blizzard/Ice Storm Warning 
‘Nuclear Option’  
Once Every 10-20 Years or So 
Worst of the Worst – The Big One 
Takes Days to Weeks to Get Back to Normal 

All WSW Warnings 
1 to 3 times a year, Once Every 1-5 Years 
Significant Disruption to Daily Life 
1-3 Days or More until Life is Back to Normal 

All WSW Advisories 
Happens All the Time 
Mostly Travel Disruption 
Back to Normal in a Day or Less 

No Action Little or No Inconvenience – Little or No Impact on Daily Routines 

Be Aware – Minor Actions Caution – Especially When Travelling - Plan to Be Inconvenienced 

Be Prepared – Major Actions Expect Dangerous Conditions - Expect Major Disruption of Normal Activities  

Immediate – Life Saving Action Extremely Life Threatening - Everything Will be Shut Down – Possibly for Days or Weeks 

www.weather.gov/grandrapids 


